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enclosure, whose monumental gateways were domed and had an upper storey containing a madshlis, a large room giving a view over the whole city. Vaulted ramps led to the flat-topped ramparts and Caliph Mansur liked to ride on horseback from the Khorasan gate to the madshlis to look out eastwards towards the region bordering on the Iranian plateau where the Abbasid dynasty originated. According to one story, when the Caliph was standing here one day an arrow fell at his feet bearing a message warning him that his life was in danger. The domes of the gateways stood on columns of teak and were green outside and gilded inside. No one except the Caliph was allowed to go into the inner town on horseback; horses had to be left outside the gates. Only certain members of the royal household were permitted to be carried in as far as the palace in litters.
Mansur's great palace at the centre of the Round City was called the "Golden Gate" or the "Palace with the Green Dome", as the centre of it was topped by a large green ceramic dome. On top of this, some one hundred and thirty feet above the ground and visible from a great distance, stood the statue of a man on horseback. On the ground floor under the dome was the audience chamber, some thirty-three feet long and the same width and height. Above this was another room of the same size of which the dome formed the roof. The audience-chamber was reached by an iwan, or cradle-vaulted room open at the front. Around this central part of the building, which was intended for receptions, were arranged the courtyards lined with private dwellings. The palace was badly damaged in A.D. 841, scarcely eighty years after it was built, at the siege of Baghdad during the war between Caliph Amin and his brother Harun al-Rashid. The proud green dome was still standing in A.D. 941, however, when it was destroyed.by lightning.
Mansur soon found his residence inside the Round City too small for him, and in 775 he moved to the Kasr-el-Khuld, the "Castle of Eternity", which he had built outside the walls beyond the Khorasan Gate on the banks of the Tigris. The new palace took its name from the gardens which seemed to
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